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1. The-military airfield used fop the t.saining;, of parachulists was located at
the southeastern edge of Vitsbsk (55120 N/30712% ®), “hite Russian suR, and
had an Laste.est rumve, aboub 2. 5 km long end a southeast-northwest runway
about 3 lai lonp. DBoth ruways were about 00 meters wide and were covered
witi concrele slabs. The rumays were interconnected by o taxiwey 1 2000
meters long which ran by the threc dauieged hangars, each ol which was 50x30
maters in size. The field seencd 1o Le in a very good condition and was

" serticealie in all weather. Construction vork was not observed. 4 spare
narts dspol, a nlcanizing plant 2nd a repair shop were instailed in the hape
pars, The aireralt were norked in ihe open. There were sirfield bouncary
ligtts. The runwars were iliurinated L searchlishts fed by power units, A
wveather station was houscd ia a three-story admin’stration bullding,

2, A cenlomment coverdng an arca ol avout 2,000x500 meters was located in the
southeastern corner of iiw ficlé along the road to Orshe (5k®30° 1/30°27% E).
This cantorm nt was occupied to capacity Ly at least 2 5000 parachutists, all of

whor wore the porechute badge, A four-story Lrick building, formerly the
Gervan soldiers? home in tho vowWn, was also occupied by parachutists.

. 3. The nirficld was cceupied Uy 15 to 10 twin-engine aireraft (racial engine,
- single tail assembly, landing rear retractin: rearward, plexiglass nose, machine

. ‘ gun siation on top of lhe fuselarc 2% ihe rear end acction)s 30 to 35 twom
- : seat=r Tiplones fitted with fiveecrlindsr radial engines, and five suall cargo
{lidors,

b individual and formation flying at an average sltitude of 400 meturs was obe
served,  Avout 10 to 12 VMipisbes and about 8 twin-en;ine planes wore aloft
at tie sawe lime. The aircralt usually took off toward the west or rorthwest
anc, aller dropping the parach@itists over ihe training area south of “darkovshcehina,
returact to the I[ield. It took a formation of eipht twin-engine plaves about
30 minutes Lo vendezvous in the air.. Individusl twin-engine aircraft =it a
cargs glider in tew were zlsc observed, The car o glider was either released
arc lanced over the parachutists’ tra ining area or fowr parachutists Junped
from it Flights with cargo pliders were made only in rood weather. Only
individual biplanes would fly at night.
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5, I'u&z.ncx,al parachule ,)u:ms vere nade sron the Li; plancs flying in forma-
tion of wp to three. ,aroup Junps , were race Irom the Lmn—-enw.ue plenes

fl;ylit, %ivz,mua...ly or in fomations of,up to eight p}rmes,, A11 the jumps
were mate from altitudes of sboub LOO meters. tach of the trm-cng,me
plan'*s carried €1;11‘i‘ parachutists whe jumned in a period of 30 seconds.
All the pdmcimtea opened shortly after the prrachutists had jumped. The
dropying of weapons was not cbsarved. Detachments cor'rpo sed of women wear-

oing parachule insignia were @lso observed in the towm. Three or four cap-
tive bal ldons moored at an altituce of 40U to 50C meters were seen dal‘;r
at the par aelmt;sts” training pround. Three prrachutists Jumped {rom

thm:‘ L 'Lloens in rap::‘ succession.
!
6., 'Anoia:\ or P who had served vith the ferman Air Force ssid that Lhe twin- ;
©engine plancs were itted under the fuselage with bomb racks which retracted
: rear *r'zrd.
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